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STAFF NOTES 

This will be the second to last 
packet you’ll be receiving before 
the Christmas holidays We won’t be 
publishing for two weeks--December 19- 
30 But our office will be open the 
first week, from the 19th to the 23rd, 
for those of you who want to call or 
send in material, 

Hope you have a good holiday — 

LNS 


***CORR£CTlON*** 

STEARNS MINERS article, pages 1 and 2: 

The woman quoted in the Stearns miners 
article is Linda Waters , not Wate rson She's 
Quoted once in the second paragraph, once mi 
the fifth full paragraph of the second column, 
and again in the last paragraph of the story 


IF YOU ARH MISSING A PAGE OR GET A BADLY PRINTED GRAPHIC, LET US KNOW AND WE'LL SEND YOU ANOTHER SOON 
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v ^' ^ 1 ° Kluors: This is one cf several articles 

1 1 r tinning based on an LNS staf fmember ’ s visit 
• c Me.) ins, Kentucky So look out for the others — 

•’ ^ •interview with a jailed miner, and an interview 
u * 1 -"'Hie women active in the Stearns Women ’ s Club 
' ‘ L ',‘.kgr. und on the Stearns strike, see packets 
-•'SSS, 884, and 865 ) 

o photos P-1 and in the graphics packet. Check 
p.l\l week s packet, too, tor photos ot the Stearns 
W\ men’s Club ) 

W’NTER ON STRIKE THE SECOND TIME ROUND: 

STEARNS FAMILIES READY TO STICK IT OUT 

LIBERATION News Service 

S1EARNS, Kentucky (LNS)--For many mining fami- 
lies in southeastern Kentucky’s McCreary County, 
i he prospect of a holiday season miners’ strike 
^it s differently than in p lares newly swept by the 
national United Mine Workers ( UMWA ) walkout Here, 
where 160 miners have been walking a picket line 
sm^e July, 1976, in a battle fer safety in the 
Blue Diamond Coal Company's Justus mine and company 
recognition of the UMWA, the id mi lies are weary of 
s t r i k ing — but prepared for whatever comes: 

"We’ve made it through last winter and I 
really dreaded that but the kids had a goed 
Christmas,” Linda Waterson, a mother of live, told 
I. NS "We haven’t been able c c pay all our bills, 

but I mean we’re try in’ Like I tcld my husband, 

we knew the world won’t _eme t: an end " 

"Our husbands walked [the p*. ket line] last 
winter when it was 18, 19 below zero,” recalled 
Teresa Shannon. "I mean they had to walk Why 
give up new' There’s just no way.. It’s been too 
rough and went on too long to give up now ” 

Doing picket duty in sub-zero weather has 
been only one part of the s t : l ke--a long with food 
stamp budgeting, court appearances, even gun bat- 
tles On the morning we talked to Shannon and 
Watermen, 24 women and several miners waited ner- 
vously in the UMW Union. Hall in Whitley City be- 
fore the. r scheduled appearance before a circuit 
judge at the McCreary County Courthouse 

The women were arrested 0;. r cber 17, along 
with 78 miners, as they tried to block state 
treeptrs irom escorting ~>cabs through the picket 
line to the Justus mine When the miners and 
women Supporters refused tc disperse unless guaran- 
teed that no scabs would be brought down to the 
mine, mere than 100 r ic t -equ i pped state troopers 
laid in- o the group with tear gas and clubs 

The confrontation landed two miners in the 
hoopitul with serious injuries and many more with 
bruises and cuts. Sixty-^even miners received one 
;,ear K probation. Eleven mere, convicted of break- 
ing a court order limiting the picket line to six, 
wore Sentenced to six months in the county jail. 

Dog Among The Ca t s_ 

Many say that once this is all over "McCreary 
County will never be the same ” In fact., at the 
Jus’ us mine, one of Blue Diamond’s hired security 
guards is already busy inside his bullet-proof 
Bunker making a legend ol the strike The book 
in ’s writing, to be published by Storm Security 
Company itself, "is titled, tentatively, McCreary 

PACE 1 ~ ~~ LIBERATION News Service 


County War : Ihe Beginning of a Legend s " he told 

LNS. "It s a legend of the Storm Troopers--the 
guys that came and stayed- 

"Vis the fall tainds cleared the forest of 
splendor,'" he read, " 'the guards could hear -he 
laughs and sh u f t the pickets (in their make- 
shift busketi.l 7 court at the top of the hill :> 
p Laying a gi-e one-on-one? r " 

Bur up a’ the picketers’ shed, at the Union 
Hall and the County Jail, a less romantic story is 
tcld. Virtually without exception, the miners and 
their wives =ay the strike has given them a view of 
"justice" that never figured into their upbringing, 

”l’’s like you were raised up tc not get cut 
and d anything wreng," explained Betty Dixcn 
"You have u s i r back and try to teach three kids 
in school rc n: r do anything, and then they sit 
and see the 'reapers beat people and all like they 
done to people, with no punishment for it ” 

And Faye Kei r b told us that when the creepers 
attacked she threw the only thing she had in her 
hand at the ;ime--a baloney sandwich. "Next 
time I’m g_nna do somethin'," she laughed "I’m 
tired ct get:. a’ accused for nothin’." 

Another miner’s wife, Linda Waterson, described 
a cartcon that she felt summed up the situation: 
"There was rhis dog and he was sent to hell icr 
chasing -dts And this judge was sitting there 
and he was a big cat and all these other cats was 
there and iiuked at the dog and they said ’guilty’ 
before he cculd open his mouth And my husband, 
he said. That’s Blue Diamond right there, that's 
the wa> they die ’" 

"Ci r uii judge is all one-sided,” charged a 
striking miner in the Union Hall. "Police was 
esc :r ting s~abs borne, ’spozed to help everyone 
Taxpayers’ money Only helpin’ one side You 
find cut, rhe law is crooked when you get in a 
business like this." 

And miner Frank Privett explained, ”1 feel 
we’ve been dene dirty by the courts all the way 
through We go into court, it don't seem like 
the coum warrs to hear your side of the story 
1 believe they should set down and listen to their 
story same a- cur stcry. But seemed like the judge 
took their ~ r c r y more 'n he did ours ” 

The mc.od runs bitter inside the McCreary 
County Jail as well There, back in his crowded 
-si 1 alter a three-day Thanksgiving release, 
miner Phil Tucker talked about the role of the 
state police, state politicians, and Judge J B 
Johnson, the Circuit Court Judge who has been 
handling the case and has talked about running 
for Governor - [See full tnterview • v ] 

"I got a little boy, he's four, I'm gonna 
train mine, and have him ready for it [being a 
miner]," Iu.ker tcld us "He’ll not grow up like 
we did The way l growed up, personally, you 
know, the law’s rhe law They catch you doin’ 
anythin’, y u’re gonna get it 0 But it don’t work 
that way 

"After a gun fcatr. le for three, four, five 
months, [rhe company] seen they couldn’t break us 
that way, they decided to try something else 
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the legal thing 

he 11 get these beys under a c^urt order,' 
toe\ said he’ll get them under a :curt order, 
^nd then after we get them under court order, 

? ct them tc break that court order Then 

v e ^ F'ot them m jail, That’ll take tare ct 
them 

Sticking Till the E n d 

Clearly, though, it would require something 
even more drastic to "take tare of" the strike 
at Steams, 

"I think the men going to jail made the 
men feel stronger," Frank Ptivett observed- "I 
know one thing, it made me feel proud I may be 
on bond, but I’m gonna stick with these guys to 
the end . For sure we’re gonna win this thing " 

Some are hoping that Blue Diamond will 
break, and agree to negotiate with the union, 
once it sees what the national UMWA settlement 
will be * In the meantime, the Stearns pickets 
stoke their coal-burning stove inside their 
sheds near the Justus Mine And the miners’ 
wives of the Stearns Women s Club meet over how 
to use their Christmas fund Some nights they 
sit against the wall of the Union Hall rather 
than in front of the plate glass windows where 
tape covers the bullet holes 

"I didn’t think ir. would happen," Linda 
Waterson said of the shooting — presumably by 
scabs-- that put those holes there "But who 
knows 7 I didn't think a lot of this would hap- 
pen but it has," 

- - 30- - 

******** * ** ft* ** **■* ******************************* 

ALL-WHITE JURY ACQUITS COP 
WHO SHOT UNARMED BLACK YOUTH 

NEW YORK(LNS)— More than 200 black youths 
carried a coffin and an effigy ct a police offi- 
cer through downtown Brooklyn, New York December 
5, protesting the acquittal of a white police 
officer who shot to death a 15 year old black 
youth 

Robert Tcrsney, the ctricer, was round not 
guilty by reason of mental disorder cr deiect 
on November 30 of the point blank shooting ot 
Randolph Evans last Thanksgiving 

On the night of the shooting, Tcrsney and 
several other police officers were called to the 
housing project where Evans and his family ii*'ed 
to answer a "man with a gun" call When they 
arrived, however, they found only an already- 
settled domestic argument and started to leave 
the building But on their way out of the 
building the officers encountered Evans and some 
of his friends 

According to several witnesses, including 
fellow officers who testified at the trial, Evans 
had made no threatening gestures n- - _ -c-n any hos 
tile remarks when Torsney suddenly pulled his 
r J ve r and fired pointbiank into the youth’s 
head Torsney claimed he saw the black youth 
reach for a silvery object inside his waistband 
No weapon was found, however So lawyers tot 

Tor s nej/_sh i f ted th eir line, of de t ens e t o claim 
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that he was suffering from an exotic form of 
epilepsy that produced hallucinations * This claim 
was disputed by several medical authorities, in- 
cluding the Epilepsy Foundation of Greater New 
York But it was accepted by the jury, 

Torsney will now undergo a minimum of 60 
days of psychiatric observation At this point , 
he remains a member of the police force. Tors- 
ney’s attorneys are hoping that they can get 
their client released on a disability claim. 

—30— 
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ESKIMOS OBJECT TO QUOTA ON BOWHEAD WHALE HUNT 

NEW YORK(LNS) — The Eskimos' subsistence hunt 
of the bowhead whale is a difficult and perilous 
affair at best Bun its danger will increase if 
the U-S government attempts to enforce the 
International Whaling Commission's (IWC) December 
7 decision to limit the Eskimos' catch of the 
bowhead to 12 in 1978- 

Although this quota is a marked improvement 
over the total ban voted by the IWC six months 
ago, it is too small to support those Eskimos whose 
survival has depended on the bowhead for ove: 

4,000 years. 

"This implies that we can have only half of 
our Eskimos' nutritional needs," commented Billy 
Neakok of Alaska’s North Slope Borough after the 
IWC meeting , And Borough Mayor Eben Hopson, an 
Eskimo who attended the conference in Tokoyo, 
issued a warning statement: "A violation of the 

quota will certainly take place if no other ac- 
tion is taken by the government of the United 
St at es , " 

The Eskimos challenge the authority of the 
Commission, which was formed to regulate com- 
mercial whaling and has always, until last June, 
exempted the subsistence hunt of native people 
from its regulations . It was commercial whaling 
of the bowhead, prohibited since 1931, that al- 
most extinguished the species, 

"Our interest in [bowhead] preservation far 
exceeds the interests of anyone else on earth," 

Hopson wrote in a September statement on behalf 
of the Eskimo community. Despite the threat 
that U.S. troops might be used to enforce the 
IWC quota, Hopson warned that "We Inupiat 
[Eskimos] will always hunt the bowhead," -30- 

******* ****** ************************* j^********^.^ 

POIITICAL PRISONERS IN THAILAND 

(NEW YORK'S — Despite the new Thai junta's 
announcement that it will liberalize court procedures , 
it still refuses to admit that there are any political 
prisoners in the country- "We have to wait for a 
court verdict before we can decide whether they are 
political detainees," claims the Director of Correc- 
tions, Mr- Chawee Choosap. 

Meanwhile, a Thai weekly, Thai Nikon s recently 
reported that at least 2,853 prisoners are still in 
jail after thousands of people, including many student: 
and labor leaders were arrested during the bloody rtgh 
wing coup or October 6 , 1976 Few have been tried, -3i 
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v * ;n - r< facing difficult challenge in national strike; 
health card, right to strike, at stake 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEE \ORK. (LNS)--The long expected national coal 
'-rtixe btgan December 6 as 180,000 United Mine 
worker members walked cut, leaving half the nation's 
coal ’lelis at a standstill But while miners’ 
s' ’ike- in the past have sen' shivers through the 
i nd._is • r . and triggered alarms icom the government 
° JC ' threats to the national interest," this strike 
ha^ n t vet produced that eriect, 

it t- almost univer=aily agreed that the United 
Mine: W--kers union is in a weak bargaining position 
in the torrent contract negotiations, and that the 
coal industry, at least i c : now, has the upper hand- 
kith - m.'nth stockpiles of coal, a slump in demand 
item their thief buyer--the steel industry — and 
on i v 50 pert an t of the t? un trjr'r coal e ven affected 
b\ T he -trike, most observets reel that the indus- 
try =n withstand a two month strike with little 
inju- v snd that only a st r ike or longer ducation 
will begin ' o hurt them 

The key question is how long miners will stay 
out . And this remains to be answered by rank and 
i i ie mm-rts themselves, traditionally the most mili- 
tant and independent oi any anion 

"It's not going to be an easy contract to get 
ratified," said one rank and tile coal miner in 
West Virginia, who predicted the strike could last 
anywhe : - r r om 1 to 3 . enths "The rank and file's 
acr going to ratify a contract we don't want " 

H -we ec there's also a sense of pessimism 
mixed n with this mil trance: "Realistically we 

fa-.e a diincult situation," the miner told LNS- 
"Cause ll we don’t ratny, the companies can afford 
to sit back and wait 

Miners on the other hand don't have that luxury. 
This summer’s 10-week wiid;a r has left few with 
savings And with the holiday season coming up, 
the money squeeze hurts e -en more To top it off, 
all UMW health benefits have been cut oft during 
rhe strike, and new pension reductions affecting 
r hcusands of retired UMW members are threatened 
tor January 1 

"some people are trying to find other jobs, 
but rhis whole area's mining, so there’s not much 
available," said the West Virginia coal miner, who 
asked that his name not be used "I've got two 
kids And we can get rood stamps But mostly you 
just don't pay your bills 

"Bit striking isn't anything new roc coal 
miners," he continued, "And I’d 

stay our two years betore tatcrying a bad contract.. 

I ’d rather that than be somebody's whipping 

boy " 

Key 1 ssue s At Stake 


doesn't restore these funds 

The UMW health card has traditionally covered 
all health expenses for miners and their families, 
and it has been a prime motivation for many miners 
joining the Union Mining is widely considered 
the most dangerous occupation in the U S 

Also or prime concern to miners is the '?sue 
of the right to strike o'er local grievances 
Miners change tha r companies use the grievance 
procedure to tie up complaints in the courts tot 
months instead of settling them a: 'he mine site 
Strikes have been the miners' only weapon ter 
forcing the companies to talk, and the four years 
since the last .ontract have seen an upsurge of 
wildca r strikes — those n^t approved by the union 
leadership — over this issue 

These local strikes are a weapon the companies 
are afraid oi And in the current negotiations 
the Bituminous Coal Operators Assccation fBCOA'l — 
the joint association of the :°al comp ani e? --has 
made it clear it will oppose the tight to strike 

The companies are also trying to implement a 
strict absentee policy that would penalize miners 
for missing work--even in the case of rerusing to 
cross a picketline, a time-honored tradition in 
the coalfields 

"it’s an industry disciplinary system," says 
Tom Bethel! , a former researcher for the UMW and 
now with the research publication ^'o 7 

Bethel 1 points out chat the high absentee 
rate in mining is due both to the dangerous na- 
ture cf the work and the increasing young wo:k 
force who do no r want to subject ’rhemselve? to 
the gcueling conditions and disciplinary demands 
of the Indus c ry 

"The BCOA will give concessions if they can 
get this stabilization of the wc^k force [control- 
ling wildcats and absenteeism) the West Virginia 
miner told LNS They re out to crush the mili- 
tant na-ure of coal miners— one of the last hold- 
outs ox radical trade unionism " 

In the past 30 years one union after another 
has signed nc-strike clauses with industry, joining 
the trend towards settling grievances with a.tbi- 
trat’on rather than strikes Now 95 percent of 
all union agreements prohibit strikes ever griev- 
ances and give t he final decisi on to "ne u t ’ aj„ 
observers" if the standard grievance machinery 
fails 

Thus miner-’ demand for a tight to s'-ike is 
one which other industries and unions ace watching 
closely- "it the UMW won a right to strike clause, 
thar wold have a spin-off effect," Bethell told 
LNS It would definitely undercut [Steelworkers 
President I Ilcyd McBride [who is currently facing 
rank and file pressure over 'be no-strike agreement 
in the Steelworkers contract 1 ” 


p-tbably the number one demand for many miners 
is the restoration of health and cetirment funds 
severely cut back last July These cuts triggered 
mas-i e wildcat strikes throughout the coalfields, 
lasting 10 weeks and involving 80,000 miners at 
chew peak And according t? many observers, it’s 
onl'kelv that a contract will get ratified that 
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UM W Leadership 

UMW President Arnold Miller was forced by 
rank and cite wildcats and last year's un.’. ~>n con- 
vention ro take a stand cn the issue of the right 
to strike But according to some coal miners 
there are problems with Millet's p r opus al y wh i ch 
authorizes a strike only it a majority ct a local’s 

Dec ‘emb c i 9 , i 9 v ■' m ~ ~~ 
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membership votes for it, and limits a strike to 
that loc al , forbidding roving pickets — the classic 
means in which wildcat strikes have spread in the 
co all ields 

>. nder Milier's plan, few strike® wculd be 
author Loed since it's rare that a majority of a 
1 o v a 1 ' s members will :ome tut for a l::=u meeting 
1 u ihermore, limiting strikes to cne nune serious— 
lv undermines the power cf wiid ats. 

"The more informed people--and 1 don t mean 
just the radicals, 1 mean the lo:ai presidents-- 
are opposed to this limitation," explained the 
best Virginia coal miner, descriDing the sentiment 
in District 17 whe: t he work® and which 

has been one of the cent ere wildcat i > ity 

Miller seems to be hedging on o T he r issue® as 
we'll, and some miners are * barging that they ve 
been lefr in the dark abet' wh^t proposals the 
union is even putting on the bargaining table 

"They've been pretty careful not to let any- 
body see the centra et," the West Virginia c ca 1 
miner told LNS "None of the pa kcjges they're 
sending down to us show the ;cn r ra:' language 
And they say nothing abc„ t the heairh -aid " 

This emission may be deliberate on the union ? s 
part For according to Be’heii the union is nc>z 
calling for a full restoration ci rhe health card-- 
but rather a medical deductible plan, where health 
costs would be covered up to a certain limit, with 
miners paying additional ccstr 

Given these positions the union leaders are 
anticipating resistance to c.ntract ratification 
According to Bethell they'v- already hired a fell 
time public relations firm to heip insure its 
passage--Maure, Fleischer, Zon and Auder--the 
same firm used by Steelworkers P:e®iden r L.oyd 
McBride 


However selling a contract ic the miners oia) 
not be easy "One thing everyone's made reai 
clear is that we're going to ®Lud> that contract 
real close," said thie We® t Virginia miner, who 
added he'd be surprised n the .cmti. t was rati- 
fied first time around "Ihete won't be no land- 
slide ratification," he added "Whatever Way you 
look at it, the divisions in the onion ate going 
to remain-" 

Meanwhile, as the strike continues, he pre- 
dicted, militance may increase "Already there’s 
alot of talk about shut r i.ng down non-union mines 
And if the strike lasts longer and they stare try- 
ing to move ooal that's stockpiled a r the mine, 
there's more than a couple of mice:® that won t 
be able to stand the sight _t ooal moving Peo- 
ple ain’t going to take that 

- 30 - 


JOANN LITTLE FIGHTS EXTRADITION 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Joann Little, who escaped 
from the Raleigh, North Carolina prison where she 
was serving a seven to ten year sentence for break- 
ing and entering, is currently fighting extradition 
back to North Carolina from New York City Little 
was arrested in New York City on December 7 after 
a former friend tipped off the police 

A month before her escape last October 15, 
Little was turned down for parole by North Carolina 
prison officials The officials claimed that 
Little had twice failed to show up at her release 
time job However Little and her employer said 
that she was sick both times And her supporters 
charge that the prison authorities were deliber- 
ately harassing her for having won acquittal in 
the killing of a prison guard who tried tc rape 
her at another North Carolina jail 

"We are fighting extradition back tc North 
Carolina because she doesn’t have a chance there," 
William Kunstier, one of Little's lawyers told 
LNS in a conversation after her arrest Kunstier 
also said that proof of the prison authorities 
harassment of Little would be presented at r he 
extradition hearing 

The hearing will be held at the Sta r e Supreme 
Court in Brcoklyn on January 6 Lit’le is o: K - 
ren r ly imprisoned at Rikers Island. 

-30- 
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FORMER SDS MEMBER APPEALS CONVICTION 

NEW YORK (LNS)--A former member of Students 
for a Democrati: Society, Vicki Gabriner, is cur- 
rently appealing a conviction based on charges 
stemming from her anti-war activities seven years 
age Gabriner was arrested in 1973 at her home 
in Atlanta, Georgia, after a Massachusetts federal 
grand jury issued indictments against her The 
indictments charged that she had signed a false 
passport application for another member cf SDS, 

Jimmy Reeves--who had applied under a different name 

At the trial the prosecution offered nc evi- 
dence that Gabriner had known Reeves' real identi- 
ty And Reeves, who was a co-defendant in the 
case, maintained that the name he used on xhe 
application was in fact the name he used while 
a member of SDS- 


In response to pre-trial motions filed by 
Gabriner s lawyers, the FBI was forced to release 
tapes of telephone conversations at the SDS nation- 
al office in 1969-70 Gabriner cites these ’‘apes 
as supporting evidence that her arrest and delayed 
trial were "a belated attempt to punish those mili- 
tant ly opposed to the Vietnam war " 
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LNS bills were just sent cut Please note the 
new format All 19 7 ? payments are due by 
December 31, 1977 
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Although her sentence was only 1 year probation 
Gabriner explains that she is bringing the appeal 
as a matter of principle and to educate perple as 
to how grand juries work > Now active in the lesbian 
community in Atlanta — which itself has been the tar- 
get of grand jury harassment — Grabiner explains, 

I see this trial as one piece of the government ' s 
plan of political repression " Hearings on rhe ap- 
peal were held December 7 and a ruling is expected 
in the next few months - 30 - 
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REPORT FROM THE VIRGIN ISLANDS: 
u * s • COLONY BEHIND A TOURIST FACADE 

-h Barbara F inkel stein 

SI THOMAS, Virgin Islands (LNS) — A jungle- 
green parrot sits perched on the tanned shoulders 
ot a slim blonde woman, Beside her stands a tall, 
athletic man, smiling and chatting with friendly 
strangers All the^people in the silver disco 
sip daquiris and piria colladas and throw back 
their heads, laughing. 

This is the St. Thomas created by the Virgin 
Islands tourist brochures, and there is a fortune 
invested in this image. A conservative estimate 
is that $1,272,500 was spent in magazine and news- 
paper ^ pr emotion in fiscal year 1975-1976, This 
doesn't include the amount spent for airline and 
hotel advertisements, airline-sponsored travel 
agent tours, the full-time staff in the V.I. Divi- 
sion of Tourism, or the tourist offices in New 
York and London, 

To the tourists, the above image seems like 
reality- They are met at the airport or the 
cruise ship dock and are then shepherded to a 
plush, a 1 r- conditioned hotel. From there, any one 
of thousands of cab drivers is ready to drive them 
to Main Street where they can find the liquor, jewelry 
and china gewgaws which lured_ them to the V.I, as much as 
the sparkling beaches, "What a life!" they exclaim, 
echoing the popular promotional bromide. The 
tourists feel that the islands offer a momentary 
breath of untrammeled, unchaotic tropical splendor. 

And what they find most attractive is that 
this is all under the American flag. The U.S. 
government bought the islands from Denmark during 
World War I for use as a naval base, and they are 
officially considered an "organized unincorporated 
territory" of the U.S., under the jurisdiction of 
the U S. Department of the Interior. Islanders 
are considered U.S. citizens, though they cannot 
vote in US. elections. 

Conditions For Islanders 

Government and business spokespeople have 
tried to sell island residents on the benefits of 
tourism which they say betters economic and social 
conditions for the people. Nearly one million 
tourists passed through the Virgin Islands in 1976 
alone, according to the government's first quarter 
Economic FevieW (1977). But in spite of all the 
money they spend here, little of it filters down 
to the residents of St. Thomas, St, Croix and St, 

John, whose living conditions are a far cry from 
those in the lush hotels. For example: 

sad and housing are more expensive here than 
in New York City. After World War II, nearly all 
of the Virgin Islands' food was grown in the neigh- 
boring British Virgin Islands; now most food is 
imported from the U.S, and shipping costs are high. 

A high official in the V. I. Department of 
Agriculture says that the V,I. could cultivate 
tropical crops by developing a water 'resources 
program, giving the islands a measure of self-suf- 
ficiency, However, the government has allowed a 
Calif ornia-based health spa to buy up one of the wet- 
test plots on St. Thomas; in another case, St. 


Thomas Dairies may re-incorporate into a golf coursi 
and club, 

*Poor working conditions have triggered many 
strikes arid walkouts,, Public school teachers are 
consistently refused contracts and cost of living 
increases. Teacher turnover is distressingly high. 

Nurses on St. Croix have been resigning in 
clumps of four and five each month. National figure 
show that as of August 1, 1976, nurses in rbe V.I 
ranked 40th in the salary range for nurses in the 
United States and Puerto Rico, The lccal attorney 
general said, "The government simply has no money 
at this time to offer the nurses." 

Water and electrical workers on St< Thomas 
walked of.f their jobs recently protesting salary 
and hiring practices. And V.I, telephone employees 
struck for seven weeks over a wage increase and a 
cost of living clause. 

Over one third of the V.I. population are "down 
islanders" — blacks from other Carribean islands. 
Their insecure resident status has been anorher way 
for employers to control the workforce of the islands 

*Water. St. Thomas relies on four desaliniza- 
tion plants for drinking water, and it is rare that, 
all four function at once. A common Da^ly News 
headline reads, "Water Supply Drops with all Plants 
Out." Three million gallons of water are needed a 
day for St, Thomas. Even with two plants operating, 
only 1.7 million gallons are desalted, In the event 
of a hurricane or earthquake, there's a real poten- 
tial for an ecological disaster. 

Houses not connected to the drinking water 
system rely on basement cisterns. When these run 
dry, residents must pay a private hauler $80 for 
a 5000 gallon truckload of government desalted 
water. During the last week of November, people 
in St. Thomas' public housing were without water 
for three days, The Water and Power Authority 
allowed the island’s water supply to drop below a 
one day reserve. 

Paradise For Corporations 

The tourists are often oblivious to these prob- 
lems, And as far as the large corporations which 
have property holdings are concerned, the Virgin 
Islands are paradise. The now defunct V, I. Hilton 
ushered in the tourist industry in the early ’•50s* 
Frenchman's Reef in St- Thomas, a Holiday Tnn (Amer- 
ican Motor Inns) christened its solar energy system 
last September. Seventy-five percent cf the project 
was federally funded, 

Bolongo Bay Beach Resorts, a Club Meditet r ainean 
has been granted a 100 percent exemption on excise 
taxes for construction materials, 75 percent exemp- 
tion on income taxes and a 100 percent exemption on 
real property taxes under industrial incentive laws r 
Panamerican Corporation, frequently engaged in 
tropical airport construction, is contracted to 
build the airport runway extension in St. Thomas — 
even though there is a perfectly suitable one in St. 
Croix. 

The richest, most lush resort extravaganza — 
Caneel Bay on St. John, where celebrities, politi- 
cians and the well-healed bask — belongs to rhe 
Rockefellers . 
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McDonalds and the three Kentucky 
‘ " r uh,.cken S are changing the tastes of nearly 
n ‘ *■ ^ 1 consumer s , 

‘* n r oute between the U S and the majcr oil- 
Pt educing regions of the world — the Middle East, 

1 11 ^ l r ica and Venezuela — the Caribbean is a 
un: 0 r 1 or oil refining Special privileges 
g c t n i ^ the oil companies force extreme dependency 
the islands on outside corporate interests 
H«.-> o i 1 , lor example, was granted a 16-year 
pt t l. J oi exemption from all property and franchise 
u,XtS on materials to build, expand and run the 
r L i mety One month age, negotiations were con- 
ducted between the V I government and Hess Oil 
in hjpc^ tliat the company would give the govern- 
ment n immediate $15-30 million Hess could re- 
portedly at ford to pay $50 million 

Col onia 1 _ S t_ a t us 

The islands problems .an wait, as government 
cl li.iais and businessmen see it Politicians are 
no " tngeged in writing a new constitution for the 
Virgin Islands, The constitution, they claim, will 
dot ice the Virgin Islands as a decolonized body 
etill politically affiliated with the U S. This 
doublethink means that the . .onsutut ion will not 
meaning! uliy alter the VI ’ s colonial status. 
Congress or President Carter can veto anything in 
riiis constitution authored by Virgin isla nd e r s . 

,n April 1977, a U-N Decolonization Commit- 
' c-c- delegation visited the V I to determine atti- 
tude- about the islands' political status. The 
proudly opined, "There is practically 
nc sentiment here for independence, the United 
Store- an t be blamed for Virgin Islanders being 
m _re >._r, cerned with our pocketbooks than we are 
wiih political rights we don t possess as a colony," 

I he editor speaks for the local businesspeople 
as embodied in the Business and Professional Women's 
Club, rhe League of Women Veters, the Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Rotary Club Meanwhile, the 
islands' employees resent the Americans who vaca- 
tion here anywhere from a day to several weeks, 
taking advantage of seemingly endless leisure 
They hate with a smile because this is how they 
earn tkeir salaries 

One violent response to this situation took 
pl^ce at the St, Croix Fountain Valley Golf Club 
in September 1972, Several black Crucians shot 
down eight white Americans who were dining on a 
terrace An Associated Press story in the Daily 
analysed that since then, "the region has 
been -offering from a serious image problem the 
event and later trial oi the black men involved 
led : widespread fears of black power violence 

throughout the Caribbean The occupancy rate of 
Sr C ; . l x hotels dropped tc 13 percent ter the 
next t wc seasons. . 

These who profit most from the tourist economy 
; h.f -e tc think that the Fountain Valley shootout 
wa - -j la:' sputtering of 196 Os -style protest. But 
be. dose- the Virgin Islands are small, with a popu- 
lar i . • ci 50,000, the tensions here become concen- 
i r j n. d and magnified At this point it is only 
o tt-d voices that are .lame ring for real tnde- 
pt-ndin e Yet the discontent exists and is re- 


!J A(,F 6 LIBERATION News Service ( // 8 9 1 ) 


fleeted in the lyrics of many reggae and calypso 
tunes which exhort listeners tc "Rise Rise Rise' 
People Open Up Your Eyes’" and ncte that "Ihe prin 
ciples of capitalism have left us an empty shell; 
the decadence of society is the result as well " 
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AMSTERDAM RESIDENTS TURN TO SQUATTING MEFT 
HOUSING NEEDS 

by Perry Shearwood 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (LNS ' --Fa'ed with h:gh 
rents and a severe housing shortage, more and m^re 
residents of Amsterdam are turning to squatting 
An estimated 20,000 tenants now live ill eg a* (> in 
homes they have "cracked" — broken inti and * e? tired 
to normal use 

The phenomena is most widespread among Amster- 
dam s large student population, although p^or work- 
ing people are involved as well Amsterdam holds 
two of Holland's major universities, but there is 
no real plan to accomodate the influx, and most of 
the students must wait months for a tiny »-Dom 

We crack to protest land speculation and ’ark 
of planning by local government, and to help people 
who need housing urgently," explained Theo Cu>per 5 , 
a philosophy student and bartender, who ! i ves in an 
apartment he cracked and who regularly helps other*- 
obtain homes in the same manner 

His apartment — without any obvious structural 
defects--was empty for months It is one '-f some 
seven hundred houses in the Pijp area, whi-h the cit^ 
government has condemned, forcing owners to evi -t th< 
tenants Meanwhile, no plan has been defused tor the 
area, and the apartments have remained vac ant --many 
made unliveable by the removal of plumbing and the 
breaking of windows, which was d^ne t~ dis^urage 
squatters Most residents assert that none of 
them are in such bad condition that they have to be 
demolished, and could be restored wiT-h se^’e^a 1 weeks 
work 

However., Andreas Van Agt , a leader of rhe Chris- 
tian Democrat Party, is spearheading a mo"e t- 1 
ensure passage of an anti-squatting bill whi h would 
give sweeping powers to the police, allowing them 
to evict tenants from any house they suspect has 
been cracked The bill would authorize tifing off 
electricity and water, and make it Ulega 1 
install plumbing or electricity to "era ked" houses 

This bill was passed by Parliament ’a=t spring 
but awaits approval by the upcoming Senate 
which has been held up in forming a cal t t 
government since Holland’s May 2 5 ele ' ,-n 

While negotiations for a new . abtnet ’ 0 "':n*?e. 
squatters here are quietly preparing actons r 
meet the threat of the new law 
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WHAT'S THE HOUSING SITUATION TN YOUR AREA' 

Redlining' Real estate spe cul a r 1 on Rent 

strikes? Squatters' Let us know Send u- a-- • i 

and pho t os too Thanks, LNS 
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E^. FUaN L-OVERNMENT TAKES LEAD FOR ISRAEL AND U S. 

■N MOVES AGAINST PALESTINIANS 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW 'iORK. (LNS) — The lines have been clearly 
^ °"' V: ' n 'he Middle East Egypt, Israel and the 
- ^‘e leading one side, and the Palestine Libera- 

“ " ~ L g^nizacion and several Arab states are firmly 
nad against them 

I Mowing Sadat’s trip to Iscael in November, 
the Egyptian president called rot a negotiating 
e:nit .enc.e m Cairo December 14-15 to which the 
1 S and Israel were the sole countries who agreed 
t 1 gr And m the days leading up to the conference, 
cite U S- has upped its level of participation from 
its Egyptian Ambassador, to Unde r -Sec retary of State 
Habib, t: Secretary of State Cyrus Vance, the highest 
American oiticial for foreign alfairs 

Meanwhile, the PLO, Syria, Libya, Algeria, Iraq 
and Southern Yemen held a four-day conference to 
consolidate opposition to Sadat, calling his upcoming 
Cairo ccnrerence "a great service rendered, -to Zion- 
ism and American imperialism " 

The S adat -induced rupture in Arab unity greatly 
weakens any Arab confrontation against Zionism, No 
Arab state alone is strong enough to face off Israel, 
armed t" the teeth and receiving U S military aid 
to the tune of $2 billion a year 

S ad at Recognizes Israel; No Mention of PLO 

Thir political polarization began when Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat took a step unprecedented by 
any Arab head of state and without consulting the 
PLO ; : any other Arab states went to Israel November 
19-21 

During the visit, demons 1 1 at cons broke out 
among Palestinians in East Jerusalem, Nablus and 
other West Bank cities; Beirut, Damascus, Athens, 
and m the U S --Washington, D-C 

"Sadat's visit to Israel was a stab in the back 
of the Palestinian people," Karim Khalaf , Palestinian 
may'?r ci the West Bank city of Ramallah told a crowd 
demonstrating there. "From this platform we renew 
cur pledge to be faithful to the land, to our Pales- 
tine and the PLO - ” 

And PLO leader Yasser Ararat told demonstrators 
in Beirut, "On this, which represents a turning 
point in the history of our nation and in the course 
or the A r ab struggle, I have little to say because 
of my deep sadness that someone has thought to go 
and shake hands with this treacherous Zionist enemy." 

As Sadat walked off his airplane onto a long 
red _arper, hundreds ol journalists broadcast to 
the world the details of this first implicit recog- 
nition :: the state of Israel by in Arab leader. 

Sadat went even further and made his recogni- 
tion explicit In his speech to the Israeli parlia- 
ment November 20 he announced: "Today I tell you, 

and T declare to the whole world that we accept to 
live wi r h you in permanent peace This means that 
Israel 1: es within its borders, secure against any 
aggression " Sadat ignored that just thirty years 
ag^ this land was not Israel but Palestine. 

Sadat’s second point of departure from stated 
Arab positions was his refrain from any mention of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization in his litany 
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on the right of Palestinians to self-de' e rm' nat ; on . 

Israel Prime Minister Menachem Begin began 
his address to the parliament by "blessing the 
President of Egypt," but made no con ‘ess ion.? to 
meet those granted by Sadat 

Egyptian Government’s Interests 

Sadat’s latest maneuvers were clearly moti- 
vated by the self interest of the Egyptian elite. 

The Egyptian economy, though heavily underwritten 
by the US , is in shambles and its military is 
weak Its discontented population broke out \n 
mass riots in February this year. And it appears 
that Sadat hopes to avoid war with Israel while 
compensating tor his domestic problems by retrieving 
the Sinai Peninsula captured by Israel in the 1 9 6 7 
Middle East Wat 

He knows that the Israelis would be more 
willing to give up this region than the Syrian 
Golan Heights or the Palestinian West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, also captured in 1967, Sc he seized 
on this advantage and struck out on his own with 
the visit to Israel and subsequent call for the 
conference in Cairo 

These steps are aimed at threatening the PLO 
and Syria , Sadat says he will throw the r wo 
aside completely and sign his own agreement with 
Israel if they continue to reject proposed ondi- 
tions for a reconvened Geneva Conference The 
conditions, set forth in mid-October by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Moshe Dayan and U S Se-re^ary 
of State Cyrus Vance, and now apparently approved by 
Sadat, include the following poincs uni a .-able 
to the PLO and Syria: 

*Negotiat ions would take place in sepaave 
working groups that would allow Israel tc design 
separate treaties with Jordan, Syria, Egypt and 
Lebanon, thereby breaking up any strength rV^t 
could be gained from a unified Arab negotiating 
strategy , 

’’'The question of the Palestinian Wes': Bank and 
Gaza Strip would be "discussed" — not negotiated — 
by Palestinians ''not the PLO), Israel, Egypt and 
Jordan. 

*The conference would be based on acceptance 
of U-N. resolutions 242 and 338 which describe 
Palestinians as refugees and disregard the ‘ r na- 
tional rights. They also call for "secure and 
recognized borders" for all states in the Middle 
East, including Israel. 

The US , Israel and key react ton a 'y powers 
in the Middle East such as Saudi Arabia are willing 
to go along with Sadat's strategy in the hope? 'hat 
it will force Syria and the PLO into Geneva on 
their conditions, and lead to a comprehensive 
settlement rather than a separate Egyptian-!? raeli 
peace. 

The U.S. prefers a comprehensive settlement 
which would include token concessions for the Pal- 
estinians to quell their revolutionary advance*-- 
most likely a Palestinian "autonomous region" in 
the West Bank, politically linked to Jordan and 
militarily and economically controlled by Israel 
This is a far cry from the independent demo : rati ; 
secular Palestinian state being fought for bv 
PLO . ‘ “ 
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PIO LEADER ADDRESSES AMERICANS ON RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN MIDDIE EAST 

1 - BE RAT ION News Service 

NEU 1 \ORK (LNS ) — "i am sure Yasser Arafat repre- 
5 ' en ' - Palestinian people much more than Carter 

• epu-eais the American people," PLO representative 
ir 4 Hout noted to the cheers of 500 Americans 
in New v c * k City December 2 "Not t: mention the 
p ^ p x a r y oi [Egyptian] President Sadat," he 
added ~ a r : as t i cally 

1 he speaking event, organized by the Palestine 
Sc?.- Committee, marked the second time 

Ame k i* an- have had the opportunity to hear high— 
le ei PIO onicials in this ;oun r ry to participate 
in 1 nit ed Nations sessions cn the Middle East- Re- 
stri_t. uns prevent them item travel in the U S- 

Ai Hout’s remarks were aimed at the latest 
mane j es by the U S government and some Arab 
star es— who while verbally a . knowl edging s ome rights 
or. the Palestinian people are denying that the PLO 
is the 1 .- sole legitimate representative 

Yet if it wasn't for r he struggle by the PLO, 
Ca-te- nt' T er would have mentioned the need for a 
Pale-t'nian homeland," said al Hout , who went on 
t give some background to the current situation 

Alter -he PIO gained widespread international 
rec~gn:::on as the sole legitimate representative 
cr the Palestinian people and gained observer status 
in the United Nations in 19 7 4 , al Hout noted: "We 

didn't stop the armed struggle, b^t we went forward 
politically and found the whole world responding to 
us 1 sraei and the United States were isolated " 

"Ar the political struggle was advancing, we 
iated a hell of a campaign to put an end, militar- 
ily -*nd politically 1 , to the Palestine Liberation 
Organization " This campaign was the war in 
Leban n where the Palestinians came under tierce 
atta^K tor over a year and a half 

"B ,t these imperialists do not admit that a 
t-eedom lighter is not a mercenary," al Hout 
-casoned "We could afford to resist- And they 
tailed to defeat us. So now they are trying a 
political assassination of the PLO- They are 
trying to separate the Palestinian people from 
the PLO " 

Ai Hout listed as examples Egyptian President 
Anwa- Sadat's November talks with Israel Prime 
Min: -ter Begin in which he called nr the fulfill- 
ment of Palestinian rights but did not once men- 
tion -he PLO; and the Egyptian proposals that 
se-’e al Palestinian professors who live in the U S 
c: mayors of Palestinian cities in the Israeli- 
o :t -pied West Bank might represent the Palestinians 
in a n > :oming negotiations 

Palestinians under occupation and in exile 
dem. nstrated bitterly against Sadat’s visit and 
hi.- p-'jposals, and the processors and mayors 
sts.D.hly asserted that only the PLO represents 
r he Palestinian people- 

rhe PLO, al Hout explained, is "not a party, 
but -a. n-r i onal liberation movement " Its parlia- 
ment e-y body, the Palestine National Council, in- 
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eludes almost 300 members representing all the 
guerrilla organizations, unions of Palestinian 
workers, women, students, peasants, professionals; 
representatives of the one and a half million 
Palestinians living under occupation and the 
equal number living as refugees 

Over the years, in striving to establish an 
independent democratic secular state in Palestine, 
al Hout noted, "we have been facing more enemies than 
our basic enemy of Zionism, We have had problems with 
many of the governments in the Middle East and we 
must rely on the people — not the regimes " 

He referred to Jordanian King Hussein’s 
massacre of Palestinians in Black Sep r eaibe ^ or 
19 70 ; "the dirty war in Lebanon aided by Zionism, 
imperialism and Arab reactionary stages;" as well 
as the latest moves by Egyptian President Sadat to- 
wards reconciliation with Israel 

Al Hout criticized Sadat for "n'» consulting 
with the PLO," and stated that by mr-e 1- ing T sraeli 
Prime Minister Begin in East Jerusalem, Sadat "ga ,T e 
up our most valuable negotiating card and got nothing 
in return 11 The Egyptian leader "te'Ognized n - '- 
only the state of Israel, but Israel as it stands 
these days" -- twice its 1948 size after laptat’ng 
Egyptian, Syrian and Palestinian [including Fast 
Jerusalem I territory in the 196 7 Middle East wa- 

Al Hout described the current campaign aga’nst 
the Palestinians as part of an effot r to : mr cl • f dat e 
a Middle East that would function on "Saudi money, 
Egyptian manpower, Israeli technology and U S 
supervision " 

In opposition to this scenario, which is 
"based on economic, capitalistic in teres t s al Hout 

posed the goals of the Palestinians :n a series 
of questions: 

"Are the U S- and Israel ready to aciept -he 
establishment of an independent, demccra'ic, 
secular Palestinian state or nor? Do they believe 
in our right zz self-determination or not’ D^ 
they believe in the right of the Palestinian 
refugees to return to our homeland or not As 1 eng 
as the U S and Israel do not recognize these 
rights, we will keep fighting " 

-30- 

■fc-k-k-k-k'kie-k-kie-kic.* *********■*£*•***■£****«:** ******** * * *- * „ * ^ 

ISee g-aphic in last packet to go with the tollowingl 
COORS BOVCOTT CUTTING COMPANY PROFIT^ 

NEW YORK 'LNS^ — In the past six months of -he 
boycott against the Coors brewery , not o •. i -?us i-r 1 t 5 
union busting and racist hiring policies, the 
company admits its sales have fallen oft abou- 5 
per cent nationwide, and as much as 25 pet en- in 
some markets 

However, these company figures may actually 
underestimate the boycott's impact For example, 
in Austin — a city with considerable boycott activity 
this past summer — Coors volume dropped teem qc j r-, 
cases in May to 55,296 cases in July — a <*5 pet .ent 
t umb 1 e 
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! KENCH WORKERS CALL uENi’l.J. .'TRIKE TO 
I ROTES T GOVERNMENT AUSTERITY PROGRAM 

b> Sc hof ic Id Coryell 
LIBERATION News Se e v i. ; e 

: 1 s (LNS) -- For the r h ; r d time in little 

■ ^ 1 • : 1 vear » the Frertvh labor movement staged 

,l ’ '- u general strike to protest government labor 

‘ L ^ b e Do- ember. 1 strike, wh i : h culminated 

demonstrations in Paris and elsewhere, was 
^paikod by the gc.v er nmer. r 1 s ,.rr muing "austerity 
*■ 1 " dL ^ i gned t o mode tdte tnliati.cj 11 by cur — 

t .i i , i m; p'li ; lias l ng powe r ! it: ivages ) withcot dis- 
t 1 ’ n ; o g industrial profits 

.o Par :s over 1 00, 000 workers paraded thr;ugh 
T 1 h -tree*.- for hours, responding t _ the call of 
three mijvr trade union organi 2 au:ns: the CGT 
(in. net d l Gent ede ration) ; the CFDI (French Democratic 
L o b . i ( . .. n t ed e r a 1 1 c n ) a nd t he F EN (Nat i _ na 1 Education 
• ed e i d t ion ) Throughout the day, power .uts and a 
i . n - Kl c t d b i e slow-down of puDii transportation 
r edu- ed business activity t^ a minimum No mail 
Wo~ delivered; no garbage was ,ol letted; no news- 
paper-^ appeared on the stands; schools were olosed 
ci nd m t i ny 1 ar tot res were snut down 

Prominent among the mar hers were thousands 
ot w n i t e- sme o ked hospital workers sh.uting "Expand 
T t'U pci-ornel; Hire the unemp lived'" and "Funds for 
he -_■< 1 T ! i , not for the a rmy * B u i 1 d l ng workers, 
in f 1 ding many immigrant n^w sibjert ro systematic 
go-ernmenr harassment and intensified repression, 
nh-uted "then; h and immigrants together -- the strug- 
gle r tie -ame A large amd militant group of 

widen t r om various trade un^r and neighb rhood 
gro ps rr.di.ned, dancing and sh.uting feminist slogans 

I t;e mus f enthusiastic applause went to the 
s e w l- : w . kers, who mar „ hed in their overalls, high 

rubber b^its and hard hats Ih<ry have been cn strike 
ter mj- past 43 days demanding a living wage and 
imp.^-d working conditions 

the demo ns t r at i on: emphasized immediate 
e . _ n . r: ; demands std a- an mar case m the minimum 
wage , r o Keep pa., e with the oist -1 living; reduced 
tiCurr w i r n. /. ioss in pay lr. _uder to reduce unemp Toy- 
men'.; -md expanded go ernmsnt app r •_ p r l a : 10 n^> for 
id ^crw.es lather tnan the current "economy 
dr i , " 

Legislative elections are scheduled for March, 
i9 8 and r he present government clearly is worried 
about h.w the deteriorating eccriomi. situation will 
aim.' -. tie ' ote Just a day bet -re the general 
mmkc, the government announced a series cf email 
e norm on essions in an attempt to appease the 
iab'r movement and weaken the let t opposition 
I be so- in iuded a 2 5 percent increase o ! n'ul 
a- r a r tG wages; a slight in; r ease in the minimum 
Wag.- -jf:d basic pen-ions; and a small year-end bonus 


BOMBS HIT FRENCH ELECTRIC STATIONS 
IN ANTI-NUKE PROTEST 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Sunday, November 20 arrived 
with a bang at more than a dozen electrical instal 
lations across France Power lines, local station 
company offices and manufacturers of utility equip 
menu were che targets of a coordinated sabotage 
campaign launched by CARLOS (the Autonomous 
Coordination of Rebels in Struggle Against Society 
against the "insane development of nuclear energy. 

In a communique addressed to the French 
leftist daily Liberation, CARLOS explained, "The 
ongoing development of nuclear energy is an irre- 
versible choice which capitalism imposes on vs 
By its very functioning, its nature, nuclear 
energy is the caricature of a technocratic, 
hierarchical, militarized universe where we can’t 
intervene in anything The state doesn't even 
respect its own legality for the construction of 
nuclear plants, the opening of uranium mines, the 
extension of plants for treating nuclear wastes, 
etc " 

Despite intense police activity, the authori- 
ties were unable to announce any early arrests or 
even to prevent further attacks after the first 
bombs had gone off shortly after midnight 

CARLOS vowed to continue its actions, c taring 
that, "It is indispensible to intensify sabotage 
which touches power directly in its economic 
interests and makes it possible to slow, or even 
to stop the construction of power plants, mines 
and factories linked to nuclear development " 

-0 -30- 
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PINOCHET ABOLISHES "WORKERS" 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Four years after he led 
the coup overthrowing the Popular Unity government 
supported by the vast majority of the Chilean 
working class, Augusto Pinochet recently anneunted 
that he is taking steps to reduce the humiliation 
of Chilean workers, 

Pinochet was not repealing any of the laws 
that have clamped down on strikes, unions and 
political activities Nor was he reversing the 
economic policies that have pushed unemployment 
up to 25 percent and drastically reduced the real 
wages of working people in Chile, 

Instead, according to Agenoe F ranee P^eee, 
Pinochet told a meeting of 500 workers that "the 
word 'worker' would no longer be used in Chile 
He said that 'worker' was a humilitating teem " 
Pinochet proposes to substitute the word 
"laborer" 

-30- 


b r he~e stepts will ha ’e little impact on che 
deepening discontent or the French working class. 

Despi't F.ime Minister Raymond Bar re’s promises a 
yea' ag -■ r hat he would keep the lnilatleo rate to 
6 5 per .en; , it has shot uc to 9 percent according to 
CGI s f a ' j. s : l ._s Unemployment, too, has increased 
d r a r - 1 !. . a J. I y -- from 955,400 in September to 1,205,800 
t day, a,, . rding to conservative estimates. 
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NICARAGUAN RESISTANCE GAINS 
by Gene Zbikowski 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS)--For sixteen years the 
Frente Sandmista de Liberacion National (FSLN) has 
taught a guerilla war against the dictatorial regime 
cf Nicaragua s Anastasia Somoza Now the Somoza 
iamily is facing one of the strongest series of 
challenge? to its 44-year reign of this central 
American country. 


with the government. Today he is regarded as a 
national hero in the Nicaraguan fight against U-S 
government involvement in their country, through 
Somoza family 

Increasingly widespread popular support for 
the Sandinistas was evidenced by the recently 
published letter signed by 12 Nicaraguans stating 
"a solution that will guarantee a permanent and 
lasting peace cannot be achieved without the par- 
ticipation of FSLN " The Somoza regime ordered 
the arrest of the 12 but all escaped from the 
count ry - 


The i S based Non-Intervention in Nicaragua 
(N1N1 organization, at a n Day of Solidarity" event 
m San Francisco in late November, recounted the 
latest developments in the increasing isolation of 
the regime These include: 

*A major guerilla offensive by the Sandinistas in 
mid-October, which included attacks on Guardia 
Nacional garrisons in San Carlos, San Fernando, 

Rivas and Nicaragua's capital city of Managua- The 
Guardia Nacional (National Guard), set up by the 
U S government in the 1930's, is Nicaragua's com- 
bined army and police force 

^^Publication of a letter by twelve well-known 
intellectuals, businessmen and clergy calling on 
all conscientious Nicaraguans" to unite in opposi- 
tion to the "repressive forces of the dynastic gov- 
ernment " 

**The failing health of President Anastasio Somoza, 
whose two-month hospitalization for a heart attack 
led to disputes in his family and other members of 
the ruling elite over who would succeed him 

Sandmista Offensive 

The latest Sandmista offensive shook a re- 
gime which only last year had declared the guerrillas 
"dead " That declaration, in December 1976, followed 
two months of an t i-guer r i i la "manuevers" by Condeca 
troops, led by a U S general from the Panama 
Canal Zone Condeca is a military alliance of five 
Central Amercian countries and the U-S formed in 1 
1964 

During these anti-guerrilla maneuvers two San- 
dinista leaders *tere killed One was a founder of 
the movement in 1962, and the other a leader of a 
1974 attack on a Christmas party at which the Chilean 
ambassador to Nicaragua was killed 

Despite these losses, however, the guerrillas 
have expanded their base of operations and control 
some liberated zones m the countryside Their 
attacks on Guardia Nacional garrisons have been 
aimed more at seizing arms than killing troops, 

The Sandinistas take their name from Cesar 
Sandino, a miner who first took up arms during the 
chaos that rocked Nicaragua following the withdrawal 
of U.S Marines in 1925 In 1927, however, the U S . 
re-established a balance of power in the country by 
negotiating a treaty between the Conservative Party, 
which represented the landowners, and the liberal 
farty , which represented the nacional bourgeoisie. 

But Sandino refused to give up his arms and 
dissolve the guerrilla band, and there followed 
six years of warfare On February 24, 1934, Sandino 
was assassinated when he was lured into negotiating 


The challenges to the Somoza dictatorship 
are a challenge to the U.S- government and its Ca- 
ribbean strategy as well The U S. has provided 
more than $20 million in military aid to Nicaragua 
in the past 15 years, making that country the 
largest per capita recipient of U S military aid 
in Central America In August the US- Congress 
ignored protests by Nicaraguans in the U S and 
their supporters and approved an additional 
$3-1 million in military aid- 

U.S, corporations have about $150 million 
invested in Nicaragua's timber stands, copper, gol 
and silver mines, shrimp and lobster fisheries, an 
banana and coffee plantations Because of the 
country's strategic location on the Caribbean and 
Pacific Oceans, it is a possible future canal 
zone and it has long been used as a base for 
military and CIA operations, whiLe the Guardia 
Nacional has acted as a regional police force 
for U S interests 

In 1958 Nicaragua was used to smuggle arms 
to Cuba’s right-wing Batista, then fighting Fidel 
Castro’s mountain guerrillas- The country was 
also the embarcation point for the 1961 Bay of 
Pigs invasion 

More recently, the Guardia Nacional joined 
U,S, Marines in crushing the popular uprising in 
the Dominican Republic in 1965, and in 19 7 2 they 
helped put down a left-wing coup in El Salvador 

* * * 

Non-Intervention in Nicaragua is seeking 
American support to 1 ) End U S- and corporate 
aid to Somoza; 2) Build support among North 
Americans for the resistance movement in Nica- 
ragua; 3) Stop violations of human rights by the 
Somoza regime; and 4) Free political prisoners 
in Nicaragua 

A lot of these points don't mean anything 
when they are isolated," commented the San 
Francisco chairperson of NIN, "but all put 
together, we're going to give the belly of the 
monster a terrible stomach ache’" 

-30- 

(Gene Zbikowski is a San Francisco based 
journalist ) 

****** **************** ************* ** ***** * ** *** 
Dear newspaper editors. 

Please make sure that LNS is on your 
mailing list Getting your papers is one 

way we can keep track of what is going on in 
your area. 

—LNS 
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STEVEN BIKO'S LAST INTERVIEW 

■ ^ n. ze ; - seven Bikjj killed this Sep- 

' a: •: -'C— aa^ p x. je t xi 'l be remembered 
tans ee.ee v f rest e ran ae t~ r he 
r system "p xr. ; ■ e supremacy :: emerge 
s^xrs .n>;u os u- pe remembered for 
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.■ne 
e s .a _ 
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x p v g :a r 


ana eg e s s an 2 ■ me 
■ked s'** bn b lark 


tion] politics- .and groups like the African 
National Congress and the Pan-Africanist Congress 
[black liberation movements]. 

Now we see these so-called Bantustan platforms 
as being deliberate creations by the Nationalist 
government to contain the political aspirations of 
the black people and to give them pseudo political 
platforms to direct their attention to 

They are leading the black people to a divided 
struggle, to speak as Zulus, to speak as Xhosas , to 
speak as Pedis, which is a completely new feature 
in political life of black people in this country 

We are of the view that we should opera r e as 
one whole towards attainment of an egalitarian 
society for the whole of Azrania And therefore 
any entrenchment of tribalistic, racialistic or 
any form of sectional outlook is abhorred by us 
We hate it and we seek to destroy it 


TO WHAT EXTENT HAVE YOU BEEN SUCCESSFUL 7 

1 0 the extent that we trace diminished the ele- 
ment or tear m the minds of black people. In the 
period 01 '63 to ’66, bla,k people were terribly 
scued ‘-i involve me nt in politics The un 1 v e r s i — 
ties were putting out no use tel leadership to black 
people, because everybody round it more comrortable 
to lose himself in a particular profession, to make 
money. But since these days, black students have 
seen their toLe as being p:imarily to prepare them- 
selves fer leadership roles in various racers of 
the black community 

There is far more political talk now, tar more 
political debate, and far mote condemnation of the 
system f r ?m average black people than since i960 
and possibly before I’m referring to the oppres- 
sive educational system that, the students ace talk- 
ing about And I the] police, m t a. t the government, 
wants to turther entrench what the students are 
protesting about, by bringing police, saracens 
[armoured rare] and dogs and almost soldiers, so 
to speak. 

The response 01 the students was in terms ot 
their p^ide They were not prepared to be cowed 
er en at the point of a gun , and hence, what happened, 
happened Some people were killed and these riots 
just continued and continued, because at no stage 
were the young students, nor tor that matter at 
some stage their parents, prepared ic be s.ared. 

E-erybody saw this as a delioerate act of 
oppression to try to cow the bla_k masses Every - 
body was determined equally to say to the p?lice, 
to say rc the government, "We shall not be scared 
by you; prlice, by ycur dogs, by your siidiers " 

Now, tins kind of lack ot fear I ~ee is a very 
important determinant m political action 

SINCE LAST JUNE SOMETHING LIKE 400 YOUNG 
BLACKS WERE KILLED 

499, actually 

499 AND DO YOU THINK THIS WILL NOT BE A 
DETERRENT ' 

Nr. ' think it has been a ”ery useful weapon in 
me r g ] n g the young and the c Id Before then, ’-here 
was ob'-i' usly a difference in r he outlcok ot the 
old gene - e t ion to the younger gene c ltn The old 
generation was tern between Bantustan [reservations 

dfcizguu. tr-d Jiy.-j.hii -govexam£. n Ir-lR I _ Lll 2 _Q J aik_papuldo 

FACE L I BERAT ' ON New; bar ice 


DO YOU BELIEVE THAT BY MEANS OF DISTURBANCES 
LIKE THE ONE IN SOWETO YOU WILL BRING ABOUT A REAL 
CHANGE OF THIS SOCIETY? 

I see this as only one form of discon r ent I’m 
of the view that the change process is going to be 
protracted It depends entirely on the degree to 
which the Nationalist government is prepared to hold 
on to power Those who are at the seeking end, 
that is those who want justice, who want an egali- 
tarian society, can only pursue their aspirations 
according to the resistance offered by the opposi- 
tion 


inow, t am a member of the Black Consciousness 
Movement I was a member of BPC [Black Peoples 
Convention] before I was banned, and now I have 
been, I m told, appointed as honorary president of 
BPC - The line of BPC is to explore, as much as 
possible, non-violent means within the country 
That is why we exist- But there are people, and 
there are man^ people, who have despaired ot the 
efficiency of non-violence as a method They are 
of the view that the present nationalist, government 
can be unseated only by people operating a military 
wing 


- don t know if this is the tinal answer In 
the end there is going to be a total effect ot many 
agencies operating for change in South Africa I 
personally would like to see fewer groups T would 
like to see groups like ANC , PAC and the Black 
Consciousness Movement deciding to form one libera- 
tion group It is only when black people ate so 
dedicated and so united in their cause that we can 
effect the greatest result 

WHEN YOU SPEAK OF AN EGALITARIAN SOCIETY DO 
YOU MEAN A SOCIALIST ONE? 


^ ^ uirming away from the 

fact now that m South Africa there is such an ill 
distribution of wealth that any form of political 
freedom which dees not touch on distribution, ’•he 
proper distribution of wealth, will be meaningless 
The whites hate locked up within a small minority 

ot themselves the greater proportion 01 the count r\ 
wealth 3 


If we have a mere change of face of those in 
governing positions, what is lively to happen is 
that black people will continue to be poor, and you 
will get a few bla.ks filtering through into the so 
^ ''continued on page 12J 
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^\'R AFRICA EXONERATES ITS POLICE TOR MURDER 
in ' BLACK LEADER STEVEN BIKO 

NLis \ORK (LNS) — Inside the ■; curr r :om, the 
u '■ 1 1 ° South African mag it t r ote wasted few wards 
tn announcing the expected verdict It tack 
Mai tlunus J. Prins less thar three minutes tc dis- 
pose ol the evidence presented during a three- 
veek inquest and to rule tha r the South African 
security police were net responsible lor the 
death ot Steven Bike 

On the street outside the courthouse;, an 
opposite verdict was prenoun.: ed by blacks who 
recognized Biko as an inspiration and a leader in 
the new generation of resistance r c r he white su- 
premacist regime "They ha- e killed Steve Biko," 
demonstrators chanted As Biko's widow Nones ikelelo 
drove away, she saluted the rewd with a clenched 
list 

The weight of the evidence presented during 
the inquest certainly lav with the demonstrators 
Boiling it d own to bare essentials, Bike’s lawyer 
Sydnev W Kentridge was ab.e to Ante ' be ase 
in three sentences "There is indisputable evi- 
dence that, on the morning ol September 6, Mr Biko 
went into the interrogation t oem alive a nd well 
On the morning of the ?th he came out a physical 
and mental wreck He died a miserable and l.nelv 
death on a cold prison f 1 w o r " 

The rest of the evidence presented during the 
inquest served tc fili out that skeletal case with 
gruesome details about treatment ot pcamral pri- 
soners by the apartheid state 

As Kentrtdge pointed out in hi; losing argu- 
ment, must of the facts ab_«.t Bik. treatment 
were undisputed He was arreted on August 8, 

19/ 7 as a healthy young man it 30 He d.ed 26 
days later During these days, he was kep r 
shackled, naked, left alter a severe head injury 
tc lie semi-.onscicus on a ur .ne-a _aked mat on 
Lhe i ioor of his cell, and finally shoved into the 
back of a Land-Rover and driven "'00 miles tc a 
prison hospital where he died the next day 

In r rcss-exammat mi, Kentr.dge p; ked apart 
'he police claim that Bike had sustained his 
fatal brain injury by bumping his head against a 
wall curing a scuffle Each of the pci.: emen 
involved in the lethal l r.ter rega • l on offered a 
drastically different description ol the episode- 
Some had him tumbling ever backwards, ethers 
forwards And none could explain why ju expert 
neuropathologist found evidence tr.at the five 
brain injuries that killed Bik- most have been 
caused by at least three -eparate b L _ w s 

Magistrate Marthinus j Prins apparently didn't 
t e el any explanation was ca.led tor And the 
demonstrators on the street outside aidn u need 
to reach their verdict either Raiding their 
fis r s in a black power salute, they sang one refrain: 
"WLat have we done 7 Our sin is T he r we are black 

lie verdict was denounced ar und the wo r ^ d , 
g., en the Carter administration, whi-h had just 
i iui s hed blocking stiff £ - onomi. -ar. .ticcis against 
'•fi‘ , h Africa at the L'N, joined in the ondemnations 
1 n New Vo - k , demons trators paint ed B , ko ~ name 
, x , ress the windows of the South African Airways 
- J f l t and splattered them with blood 


But the protests didn’t appear to faze the n > 
South African government or the white minority whi< 
returned it to power in a landslide election 
victory two days before the verdict was announced* 

As Jennifer Davis of the American Committee 
on Africa, herself an exile from South Africa, 
remarked, "My own theory is that they staged the 
whole inquest just to show that they don’t give 
a damn what anybody thinks or says" 

And the government ’s actions seemed tc bear 
her theory out A few hours before the verdict, 
security police raided several black townships 
and rounded up at Least 13 people, including Steven 
Biko’s brother Kaya and his cousin Solomon Biko, 
Whether these actions would help quell continuing 
resistance seemed highly doubtfull As far as 
anyone knows, Kaya Biko had not been politically 
active sirKe he was arrested in 1963 His arrest 
then was later cited as a turning point, a decisive 
radicalizing exper lence , f or his younger brother 
Steven and thus, perhaps, for the nation. 
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STEVE BIKO INTERVIEW continued from page 11: 

called bourgeoisie Our society would be run almost 
as of yesterday- So that for meaningful change to 
occur, there needs to be an attempt at reorganizing 
the whole economic pattern and economic policies 
within this country 

BPC believes in judicious blending of private 
enterprise which is highly diminished, and state 
participation in industry and commerce, especially 
in industries like mining, gold, diamonds, asbestos, 
and so on -- like forestry and, of course corporate 
ownership of land. Now in that kind of judicious 
blending of the two systems, we hope to arrive at 
a more equitable distribution of wealth 

CLEARLY YOU SEE A COUNTRY IN WHICH BLACK AND 
WHITE CAN LIVE AMICABLY ON EQUAL TERMS TOGETHER? 

That is correct We see a completely non- 
racial society. 

BUT WILL THE VAST NUMBER OF BLACKS AFTER ALL 
THEIR EXPERIENCES BE ABLE TO LIVE A LIFE WITHOUT 
GIVING VENT TO FEELINGS OF REVENGE 0 

We believe it is the duty of the vanguard 
political movement that brings about change to 
educate people's outlooks In the same way that 
blacks have never lived in a socialist economic 
system, they will learn to live in one In 
the same way that they've always lived in a 
racially divided society, they've got to learn to 
live in a non-racist society* There will be 
many things to learn, and all these things must 
be brought to them and explained to the people 
by the vanguard movement leading the revolution 

— 30 — 

rtrtAAAArtrtA*Art*rtA*AAArtrtrtrt*rtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtArtrtrtrtrtrtrt*rt*'*-**-*rt*rt 

Dear subs : r ibe rs- -your December-Januar y bills 
are in the mail Please try to pay them 
promptly Also, if you can pay several 
months at a time, that makes billing mu b 
easier for us Thanks, LNS 
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1 RIGHT i One of the women's 
^ on: in gents that participated 
-n a one- day gtn-rai strike + n 
ranee, These women are mem ■ 
ber& of a neighborhood women's 
group (the + hir teentn arrcndis- 
sement in Paris) whith among 
g -. htr things he^ps women with 
divorce problems. Tney mar. h 
under a banner reading Di- 
vorce Must No Longer Be an In- 
dividual Tragedy’ ' These days, 
women are presen’ m every 
French demonstration with tneir 
own demands and ■ on. erns. 

Paris France 
Dec . : .977 

CREDIT 1 Rosette C.,ryeii/LNS 
SEE STORY PAGE 9 (#89:1 


TOP LEFT t S’. Thomas., 
Virgin Islands public 
s.hoi/i students mann 5 
hoping to get teachers 
and government to the 
bargaining ^abie, 


CREDIT . 

Barbara Finkies tem/LNS 
SEE STORY PAGE 5 (# 89 -) 


MIDDLE RIGHT ■■ Freni n sewer 
workers, in hid Ajrd day of 
their strike, participate in 
a one day genera x strike. 
They are bearing a .of fin 
with the .or pee of Frime 
Minister Ray mono Barr's 
'Austerity P.an, 

Paris Fran:-' 

Dec . 1 1977 

CREDIT* Rosette Corye. i/LNS 
SEE STORY PAGE 9 {# 89 ^ 


BOTTOM LEFT l Four ships 
*n r he Str Thomas? Virgin 
Islands harbor • • a typi • 

. a 1 sight during "he 
‘.jurist season. The box 
. iKe buildings at "he 
- ower right are p u b . 1 
housing pr. ,e r s„ 

CREDIT; 

Barbara F 1 nk : es tein/ LNS 
SEE STORY PAGE 5 (#89.) 


BOTTOM RIGHT A defa ed - ampaign 
poster on a building m Managua 
rwf; e< ts tne in- reusing isolation 
of Nit araguan President Anasiasio 
Somo /a , 

CREDIT Prensa Latina/ LNS 
SEE STORY PAGE .0 (#89. ) 
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** PAGE OF PHOTOS FROM THE MINERS’ STRIKE IN STEARNS KENTUCKY ** 
TCP RIGHT; 


' ' cr? \ r ; 1 Li r Trc'-c, 

(L) and Harlin Worley (R) in 
the McCreary County Jail., where 
tiey re sentenced to do six months 
time. The court found them 
guilty of violating a court in- 
junction limiting their picket 
line to six ( when miners and 
women supporters tried to block 
Kentucky State Troopers from 
escorting scabs to the Justus 
Mine October i 7 The ii jailed 
miners plan to appeal their 
sentences . 

Whitley City Kentucky 
November 28 i977 

CREDIT; LNS Women's Graphics 

SEE STORY PAGE 1 (#891) and 
interview next week, 


TOP LEFT t A security guard from 
Storm Security Company of London, 
Kentucky displays his 12-gauge 
shotgun outside a bunker at the 
Justus Mine in Stearns, His 
boss . a veteran of 18 years in 
military security, looks on. 

Inside the bunker bullet- 
proof hard oak wans the security 
guard is writing a legend of ‘'The 
McCreary County War'* and the "Storm 
Troopers' - 'the guys that came 
and stayed 3 ' 

Stearns . Kentucky 
Nov, 28 1977 

CREDIT- LNS Women's Graphics 
SEE STORY PAGE I. (#891) 


BOTTOM RIGHT? Striking coa^ 
miner Frank Pnvett and his 
son Wade at the UMW Han in 
Whitley City, ’For sure we’re 
gonna win this thing ' Pnvett 
says of the S— cam nhners’ 

17 month-old strike- against the 
Blue Diamond Coal Company, 

On the wall behind them is 
a reminder of Scotia, the 
Blue Diamond mine where 26 
miners died in Manh 1976. 

Whitley City KertucKy 
November 28 1977 

CREDIT-, LNS Women's Graphics 
SEE STORY PAGE 1 (#891), 


MIDDLE LEFT; On picket duty, striking 
Stearns miners pass time inside an 
aluminum ■ sided shack near the Justus 
Mine. They pa.ay rummy and talk about 
the s.abs who are in the mine each 
day * presumably ...eanmg xt up from its 
iong dl suse -during the 17-month strike, 
Thc-ir las - picket shack on the site 

land owned by the miners —was burnt 
down, 

Stearns. Kentucky 
No v c 28. i977 


CREDIT: LNS Women's Graphics 

SEE STORY PAGE l. (#891) 


BOTTOM LEFT? The Coffey family sits 
an the UMW Haii in Whitley City before 
Cx.eadus one of the striking miners, is 
scheduled to go to court across the 
street. The court date comes as a 
resuxt of an October ±7 confrontation 
with scabs and state patroi near 
the 1 us * us Mine m Stearns. 

The Coffeys, from left to right? 

C ieadus Juanita- Jeffrey and Randy, 

Whitley City, Kentucky 
November 28. 1977 


CREDIT : LNS Women's Graphics, 

SEE STORY PAGE i (#891), 
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